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Pauline predicts he'll be a genius. A piano player herself, she gives him violin 
lessons from the age of six. Paradoxically, she accepts that he leaves his 
school in Munich, where he was unhappy, to join them in Milan where they 
moved in 1894, after Herman went bankrupt again. It is she who insists that he 
studies in university, his father would have liked him to earn his living right 
away. Albert failed his Polytechnique exam, but his math copy is spotted by a 
teacher who advises him to take it again the following year. He passed the 
examexam that time round.  Hermann dies in 1902, leaving Pauline a widow. Albert 
never fails to send her his press clippings in order to "feed her considerable 
pride." When she dies, in 1920, Albert was forty-one years old and already well 
known. When Albert Einstein was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1922, 
he declared, including his mother: "We got it." 
Even non-mathematicians know the famous formula of equivalence between 
mass and energy: E=mc2 that revolutionised science. Without his mother's 
support, would Albert have become Einstein?
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